The Annual MLK Community Breakfast was held at 8:00 am on
Monday, January 20, 2014 in Pacoima at the Boys & Girls Club.

Rev. Dr. Jannah Scott
Keynote Speaker
Rev. Jannah Scott, a presidential appointee
and Deputy Director at the Center for FaithBased and Neighborhood Partnerships in the
U.S. Department of Homeland Security,
argued that King’s biggest fight was for
positive words. King spoke of things that were
not yet reality as if they were, she said,
because he realized that both death and life
can lie in the power of one’s tongue.
“As we speak about the state of things,
especially as we speak to our young
people, let’s speak life into them,” Scott, the
keynote speaker, said. “Let’s speak of those
things that they will be Scott, the keynote
speaker, said. “Let’s speak of those things that
will be even though they are not yet. Let’s
speak that they are the next president, they
are the future doctors, lawyers, builders of
cities. Let’s speak that they are righteous
bankers...and they will begin to get that into
their spirit and they will begin to walk in that.”
”By using the power of language to help young
people see the possibilities, she said, the
situation can change just as it did for so many
when King uttered those famous words: “we
shall overcome.”

“Lift Every Voice and Sing”…Everyone joined in to sing as another successful MLK Community Breakfast is celebrated!

Kathryn Macon-Farmer of Lake View
Terrace, whose parents were among the
early black residents of Pacoima, said she
felt uplifted by Monday’s MLK event. But it
was seeing the children at the Boys & Girls
Club, who were busy serving food and
helping out in other ways, that really touched
her heart, she said. “They’re out there
helping, they have respect and the
mannerisms that are needed in order for
them to get where they have to get in life,”
she said.
AALO organizes the Community Breakfast each year.

January 20, 2014
Boys & Girls Club
11251 Glenoaks Boulevard
Pacoima, CA 91331

The singing group “We are Blessed” performed at the event.
LAPD Foothill Honor Guard
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Those who came out to the 2014 MLK Community Breakfast had an
opportunity to hear from inspired speakers who were eager to share
their thoughts about Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The audience was
entertained by the bass-baritone vocals of a trained opera singer and the
uplifting melodies of a group of blessed singers! The generations came
together to celebrate the life and legacy of Dr. King, it was quite a
celebration. This is an annual event and we hope you will mark your
calendar for Monday, January 19, 2015 and join us next year. Here are
a few images from the 2014 Breakfast.

Celebrating Dr. King
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Our Congressman Tony Cardenas
delivered a very moving message to the
people. He is pictured here with Dr.
Scott.

AALO President, Bob Winn kept the program
moving and energized as he does every year!

The fight for equality
and justice must go on.
The Rev. Ira Woodfin Dickason recalled Monday
the battle she and others once waged to set aside
a day to honor the nation’s most prominent civil
rights leader. For years before Martin Luther King
Jr. Day was established as a federal holiday in
1986, Rev. Dickason told her supervisors at work
that she was going to take off for King’s birthday.

Our Assemblymember Raul Bocanegra
shared his desire to work closely with AALO
to address issues important to the African
American community in the SFV.

We were happy to welcome all the pastors from
the churches who continue to lend their support
to this event in a very big way. Guests this year
included Pastors Andre and Sandra Crouch.
Andre Crouch is a multiple Grammy Award
winning artist. In 2004 he became the only living
Gospel Artist with a star on the Hollywood Walk
of Fame.

Rabbi Steven Jacobs was with us in 2009
and returned this year with a special guest,
Ms. Betty Yee who greeted the audience.

There were prizes for the audience and toys
for the kids! Tiana Mason announced
winners as some of our teenage volunteers
passed out the gifts.
Rep. Tony Cárdenas, D-Arleta, said
the community should be very proud of
King and the humble men and women
who marched and who were beaten or
even killed fighting so that everyone in
the country could be treated as equals.
“We are closer to the mountaintop but
we are not there,” Cárdenas said.

LAPD Deputy Chief Jorge Villegas said
he was delighted to be invited to the
Breakfast again this year. Here the Chief
takes a picture with AALO Executive
Director, Jessica Sullivan.
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She is our future!

