May 21, 2016
We were pleased to welcome over 150 people
including parents, community members, students and
other stakeholders to this exciting event. From Fluke
Fluker, Co-founder of the Village Nation, “Did you

know that 4 out of 10 of our Black graduates do not
qualify even to apply to CSU or UC? The Spring
Summit is not just a full day of information, but rather
the focus is on action steps to jump start and sustain
a dramatic shift in the dismal trajectory of African
American students.”
Monroe High School in North Hills was the site for the 2016 Spring Education Summit

The day included important information, a presentation
by LAUSD staff, workshops and dynamic speakers.

Monica Ratliff
LAUSD District 6 Board Member
Byron Maltez,
LAUSD Superintendent,
District Northeast

Vivian Ekchian
LAUSD Superintendent
District Northwest
Guests were invited to pre-register but everyone was
welcomed and received free copies of Fluke’s books.

Scott Schmerelson
LAUSD District 3 Board Member

Mom Moya Ojarigi is very
interested in education!

Dr. McKenna is always
interested in the children.

Dr. George J. McKenna III
Vice President LAUSD Board of Education
This dynamic featured speaker has a graduate
degree in mathematics and holds a Doctor of
Education degree from Xavier University. He is a
life-long teacher and educator and his innovative
programs have been modeled throughout the nation.
He has received more than 400 citations and awards
from
civic,
legislative
and
professional
organizations. His work was the subject of the
award-winning
CBS
movie,
The George
McKenna Story, starring Denzel Washington.
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This was a day when parents had
an opportunity to interact, ask
questions and get answers!
LAUSD staff members were on
hand to speak with concerned
parents.

Childcare was provided so children
could have fun and be safe while
parents attended the general
sessions and workshops.

Representative from UCLA
talks to interested students
and parents.

Panel members speak about strategies to improve African American
educational outcomes and share powerful success stories.

Community organizations and
agencies were there to share
information
and
resources
including WIC, ITT Technical
Institute, Los Angeles Valley
College, TCJ Ministry, UCLA, and
Admired Men Leadership Institute.

Thanks to (left to right) Naiya Winn, Graduating Senior Sylmar HS;
Ryan Smith, Exec Dir. Trust-West; Dr. Ruth Johnson Author and
Equity Specialist; Dr. Shauna Collins, MD concerned parent; and
Steve Burr, AP history teacher, Palisades Charter HS. (Former
cleveland HS principal Al Weiner was invited but was able to join the
panelists at the Summit due to illness).

Ryan Smith with AALO
Education Task Force members
Andrew Thomas and Sharon
Washington. ¿
Workshop presentations covered a
number of subject areas including
the “Foster Youth Achievement
Program.”

AALO President, Bob Winn welcomes everyone at the start of the
Summit and shares words of appreciation for the work that is being
done. Bob said, “I am happy to lend my support to this effort and I am
committed to working together toward educational excellence for our
students.” He reminds us of the African proverb: “If you want to

go quickly, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.”
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